Caring for Your
Animals After Wildfire
Check animals for injury - have animals inspected by your veterinarian as
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soon as possible. Monitor animals for several weeks afterwards.
Report missing animals - provide local authorities with the last known
location, identification and disposition of any missing animals.

Livestock Disaster Kit
•
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•
•

Hay, feed and water for at least
3 days
Non-nylon leads and halters
First-aid items
Wire cutters and a sharp knife
Hoof pick
Leg wraps
Shovel
Water buckets
Trash barrel with a lid
Batteries
Flashlights

Pet Disaster Kit
•
•
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pet carrier for each pet
Food and water for several days
Non-spill food and water bowls
Pet first-aid kit
Medications and dosing
instructions
Waste disposal items and bags
Paper towels and disinfectants
Leashes, collars, or harnesses
Blankets
Toys and treats
Newspaper
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WILDLAND FIRE SAFETY FOR
YOUR LIVESTOCK AND PETS

Most families own pets and
many also keep small numbers
of horses, goats, chickens, sheep
or cattle whose emergency
needs must be addressed. When
battling a wildfire, firefighters
will do what they can, but they
are not responsible for evacuating
animals. That responsibility is
yours.

Be Prepared
Clear defensible space around your barns, pasture and property just as
you would around your home. Preparing animals for a wildfire evacuation
requires an extra level of planning, preparedness and practice. Animals are
very sensitive and will respond to a fire that is anywhere in their sensory
range. Normal reactions range from nervousness to panic and aggressive
escape attempts.

With advance planning you
can increase the chances
of your livestock and pets
surviving a wildland fire.
Plan ahead. Know where you
would evacuate the animals.
Communicate with neighbors,
family, and friends about
their ability to take livestock
temporarily in an emergency.

In the Event of a Wildfire
You have been told to evacuate. Do not wait! Leaving early is the best way to
ensure human and animal safety.
Ready your vehicles - hitch up trailers if using and park all vehicles facing
the direction of escape. Put emergency kits into vehicles and leave keys in the
ignition.
Ready your animals - bring pets inside or kenneled and other animals into
barns, pastures or coops. Once an evacuation notice is issued, put pets in

Evacuation Planning
Know your evacuation routes and practice them, especially if hauling a
trailer. Make arrangements for your livestock with local companies or
neighbors if disaster strikes. Share your evacuation plan and contact numbers
with others. Prepare emergency kits for pets and livestock. Keep kits easily
accessible and store in a dry location.
All kits should include:
• Identification and copies of important papers
• Food and water
• First-aid kit
• Waste disposal items
• Miscellaneous items such as food and water bowls,
batteries, flashlights, blankets, toys and treats

individual carriers and load larger animals into trailers. Birds, rodents and
reptiles should be transported in cages. Cover kennels and cages with a light
cloth to minimize fear.
Check with neighbors to see if they need assistance and tell them when you
will be leaving and where you will go.

Leaving Your Animals
If you cannot evacuate your pets:
• Bring them indoors. Use a room without windows
and with adequate ventilation.
• Leave dry foods and fresh water in non-spill
containers. If possible, leave a faucet open to drip
water into a large container or partially fill a bathtub
with water.

Never leave animals
chained or tied up.
Place signs near
entrances informing
first responders that
there are animals
inside.

