We cannot remove oxygen and heat
during a wildfire, so that leaves one
component to focus on . . . fuel.
Removing vegetation and other
flammable materials within 100 feet
around the home can make the home
less likely to burn during a wildfire.
Many people think they must have a
barren landscape and a home made of
brick to survive a wildfire. This is simply
not true. Your home can be pleasing to
the eye and fire resistant, and you don’t
have to spend a lot of time or money
to make it that way if you focus on the
right things.
Wildfires do not consume everything in
their path like floods or avalanches do.
In order for objects to ignite, they must
meet the requirements of combustion;
that is, there must be dry fuel, sufficient
heat, and oxygen. This is good news
for homeowners, because, unlike other
natural disasters, loss from wildfire
is preventable.

Flying embers can land on roofs,
inside vents, under decks, or in small
openings around the house. They can
also land in dry, flammable, vegetation
located right next to the home, which
is why evergreens should be avoided
in those areas. Piles of dead leaves and
pine needles on roofs, in gutters, or
under decks can also make the perfect
nest for embers. Here’s a tip: think
about where snow, leaves, and other
debris collect around your house on
Another common misconception
about wildfires is that homes burn
because a giant wall of flame scorches
everything in its path. In fact, it is
burning embers carried ahead of the
main fire by fast moving air currents
that ignite most homes. When these
embers land on something that is easily
ignited, they start spot fires that may
eventually ignite the entire structure
and burn it down long after the main
fire front has passed.

for simple ways to make your home Firewise.

LOOK INSIDE!

Loss from wildfire
is preventable.
Wildfires will always happen in Idaho,
but with some smart choices and
routine maintenance, homes don’t
have to be lost.
Direct flame contact can also ignite
a home. Flammable vegetation and
combustible objects such as firewood,
decks, and fences can lead the fire
directly to the house. Remember, if it
is attached and it’s flammable, it can
ignite your home.
windy days, and make a point to keep
those areas free of flammable materials
during fire season.

MAKE YOUR
HOME SWEET HOME
A FIREWISE ONE

HOW HOMES IGNITE
DURING WILDFIRE.
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PROTECTING
YOUR HOME MEANS
PLANNING AHEAD.

“Spending a few hours each month
treating the vulnerable spots
around your home can make a big
difference in your home’s ability
to survive a wildfire.”
Carrie Wiss, Wilderness Ranch Firewise Community Coordinator

WILDFIRES ARE A FACT OF LIFE IN IDAHO. KNOWING THE FACTS CAN HELP YOU LIVE SAFELY WITH FIRE.

Today, as more people build their homes in the forests and rangelands of Idaho, they become part of the ever-increasing landscape
where the urban environment meets the wild. Being a resident of the wildland/urban interface has benefits as well as risks. One
of those risks is the threat of wildfire. When we choose to live in or near a wildland environment, we take on the responsibility
of protecting our families, property, pets, and livestock should a wildfire occur. By taking time to learn why the wildland/urban
interface is prone to wildfire and what you can do to protect your loved ones and property, you can learn to live safely with fire.

The threat of wildfire is a fact of life in the wildland/urban interface, but you
are not helpless against it. There are many steps you can take that may help
protect your family and household from fire.

1

Have an emergency plan. Decide in advance where everyone in
your household (including pets) will go if you have to leave or cannot return
to your home. Plan two possible evacuation routes ahead of time. Make sure
everyone in your household knows how they will get to the shelter location. Designate an off-site emergency contact who is accessible to everyone in your household.
It is important to leave before it is too late, but should you get trapped in your
home, close all windows and doors, remove window treatments, and place wet
towels under door and window openings. Stay in the center of the house until the
fire front passes. When it is safe to go outside, put out fire brands (wind-blown embers) and spot fires using a wet mop or hose or shovel dirt on the fire.

2

Make sure your roof and siding are fire-resistant.
The roof is the most vulnerable part of your home in a wildfire because it has
a large surface area that can act as a giant catcher’s mit for fire brands. In an
intense fire, fire brands could fall on your roof and ignite it. The best way to avoid
this is to make sure your roofing is made of fire resistant materials such as slate or
clay tile, asphalt shingles, metal, or any other Class A roofing material. Homes without fire-resistant roofs are up to 21 times more likely to be destroyed in a wildfire, so
make sure you take this precaution.
Ideally, siding and decks should be made of fire-resistant material, too. But if your
home is sided with a combustible material like wood, make sure there are no openings in the siding through which burning embers can enter or get stuck. Roof eaves
extending beyond exterior walls are also prone to flames, so limit their length and
box in or enclose them with fire-resistant materials.

3

Determine how much defensible space is recommended for your home. Defensible space is the natural and
landscaped area around a structure that has been maintained and designed
to reduce fire danger. Defensible space should be 30 feet or more on all sides. If
your lot is flat, then a distance of 30 feet from the structure may be sufficient, depending on the dominant vegetation. If your lot is on a steep slope and is predominately trees, the distance may need to be increased up to 200 feet. If the property
line is closer than the recommended distance, clear to the property line.

4

Create a 5 foot non-flammable area immediately
adjacent to your home. Aside from the roof, this area presents
the highest wildfire risk. Limit this area to low-growing, well watered, fireresistant plants. Keep this area free of combustible materials such as wood bark
and leaf/needle litter.

5

Use gravel, stone, brick, or other non-flammable
material in your landscape. Rock materials can provide a
natural looking, low-maintenance, and water-efficient landscape and buffer zone that is resistant to wildfire. Create islands of vegetation interspersed with
non-flammable materials, such as rocks, gravel, or concrete (this is called a “fuel
mosaic”), so fire does not have a path to your house. Also consider encircling the
propane tank with gravel.

6

Replace hazardous vegetation with more fire-resistant plants. Plants that are considered “fire-resistent” are those
that have a high moisture content in their leaves, little seasonal buildup of
dead vegetation, a low and compact growth form, high soap or salt content, green
stems, and are drought tolerant.
Choose deciduous trees for planting near your home. The sap from evergreen trees
acts as a fuel for wildfire. Deciduous plants burn more slowly. Also consider replacing non-native grasses with less flammable native grasses and wildflowers where
possible.

7

Provide adequate horizontal and vertical spacing between trees and shrubs. When planting trees and
shrubs, space them far enough apart to slow the spread of an approaching
wildfire, and thin excessively dense trees and shrubs to create a separation between
them. (A good rule of thumb for the space between two shrubs is twice the height
of the shrub.)
Remove “ladder fuels” by removing low tree branches and shrubs under trees.
Limb all green trees 6 to 10 feet from the ground. If the tree is small, no more than
one-third of the live green limbs should be removed from any tree. Taking more
than this amount can weaken the tree and make it more susceptible to insect and
disease infestation.

8

Maintain landscaping, including regular irrigating, pruning, mowing, raking, weeding, and
dead plant removal. Fire can move extremely fast in tall, dry
grass and dead vegetation. If the vegetation surrounding your home is properly
maintained, a wildfire cannot spread as quickly. Water your plants and grass regularly. Remove dead or dry vegetation, including dead shrubs, dried grass, fallen
branches, thick accumulations of needles and leaves, etc. Remove all dry, flammable vegetation within 10 feet of the propane tank.
Be sure to clear any dead limbs or low-hanging branches from trees and bushes.
Tree limbs within 15 feet of the chimney, encroaching powerlines, or touching the
house should be removed.

9

Remove all combustible materials from roofs
and gutters, as well as under decks, stairways,
and overhangs. This will help prevent heat from getting trapped
and embers from entering these areas. Also consider enclosing the area under
decks, stairways, and overhangs with 1/8-inch wire mesh.

10

Make sure first floor windows are made of
double-paned, tempered glass. Remove combustibles (including large bushes) from under first floor windows. Replace
plastic screens with metallic ones so fire brands can’t melt the screen and enter the
house through an open window.

11

Keep a fire extinguisher and fire tools handy
at all times. A shovel, rake, ladder, and 100 feet of attached
garden hose can all be used to extinguish fire brands and spot fires on
and around your home. Protect yourself too. Wear leather gloves, sturdy boots, and
wool or cotton clothing.

12

Make sure your home’s address and street
signs are visible from the road, and made of
non-combustible, reflective materials. Clear visibility will assist firefighters in the event that they do need to get to your property.
In order for emergency vehicles to be able to access your driveway, it should be at
least 12 feet wide with a vertical clearance of 15 feet.

13

Store firewood well away from your home or
any other structure. Firewood should be stored at least
30 feet from structures and fuel tanks. Firewood stacks and piles can
generate intense heat and long flame lengths when ignited, easily spreading fire to
adjacent vegetation and nearby structures.

14

Make sure your chimney has an approved
spark arrester. Early fall is the critical time for wildfires from
fireplaces. Sparks from your chimney can cause your neighbor’s house
(or yours) to ignite. Also, have your chimney inspected and cleaned at least once a
year, and keep a supply of chimney fire extinguisher on hand.

BE FIREWISE.
Take the steps to

ROOFING AND SIDING
SHOULD BE FIRE-RESISTANT.

CREATE A 5-FOOT
NON-FLAMMABLE AREA
IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO
YOUR HOME THAT IS FREE
OF COMBUSTIBLES.

LANDSCAPE WITH NATIVE
WILDFLOWERS AND
FIRE-RESISTANT PLANTS.

HAVE AN EMERGENCY PLAN.
USE GRAVEL, STONE,
BRICK, OR OTHER
NON-FLAMMABLE
MATERIAL IN YOUR
LANDSCAPE.
DETERMINE HOW MUCH
DEFENSIBLE SPACE YOU NEED,
30 FEET OR MORE ON ALL
SIDES OF A STRUCTURE.

SPACE YOUR SHRUBS AND
TREES ADEQUATELY.
MAINTAIN YOUR
LANDSCAPING.

REMOVE COMBUSTIBLE
MATERIALS FROM ROOFS
AND GUTTERS AND UNDER
DECKS, STAIRWAYS,
AND OVERHANGS.

MAKE SURE YOUR
HOME ADDRESS IS
CLEARLY VISIBLE
FROM THE ROAD.

BEING PREPARED IS
YOUR BEST DEFENSE.
FIRST FLOOR WINDOWS
SHOULD BE MADE OF
DOUBLE-PANED GLASS.

ALWAYS HAVE A
FIRE EXTINGUISHER
AND OTHER FIRE
TOOLS HANDY.

Statistics show that
recovering from a wildfire is
15 times more expensive than
preparing for one. Protecting
your home from wildfire is
a matter of planning ahead
and taking the steps outlined
above. While no home is
fireproof, these precautions
will greatly increase the
chances that your property
will escape serious damage
in the event of a wildfire.

STORE FIREWOOD AWAY
FROM YOUR HOME.

MAKE SURE YOUR
CHIMNEY HAS AN
APPROVED SPARK
ARRESTER.

See previous pages for complete details.

To learn more about Idaho Firewise, please
visit www.idahofirewise.org

